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SUBJECT: EXCHANGES : CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS (CU/ARTS): 

1977 PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM 

REF: A) STATE 225719, B) STATE 208385 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 16, DIRECTOR, CU/ARTS, MET WITH YELISEYEV, 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, GOSK. MUCH OF THE DISCUSSION WAS A 
REPEAT OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS DURING MR. YELISEYEV S 
VISIT TO THE U.S. THE REPETITION, HOWEVER, SEEMED TO BE 
NECESSARY. 

2. MR. YELISEYEV WAS INFORMED THAT THE DEPARTMENT WOULD 
LIKE TO SEND NEIL DIAMOND AND HIS GROUP AS ONE OF THE 1977 
ATTRACTIONS UNDER THE NEW AGREEMENT, AND A MODERN DANCE 
COMPANY SUCH AS ALWIN NIKOLAIS, PAUL TAYLOR, AS ANOTHER. 

MR. YELISEYEV WAS INFORMED THAT THE THIRD GROUP WOULD BE IN 
THE MUSICAL FIELD, PERHAPS A SMALL OPERA, OR A MUSICAL. 
STRESSING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ONLY FOR HIMSELF AND 
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THAT THE FINAL DECISION WILL BE MADE IN MOSCOW. MR. 
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YELISEYEV ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE DEPT PROPOSALS. HE SAID 
THAT GOSK WOULD SEND AN OFFICIAL CAPABLE OF REVIEWING 
DANCE GROUPS WITH THEIR NEGOTIATING DELEGATION IN OCTOBER. 
HE WOULD LIKE THE OFFICIAL TO SEE TAYLOR, NIKOLAIS, AND 
PERHAPS ANOTHER MODERN DANCE GROUP BEFORE A DECISION WAS 
MADE IN THAT CATEGORY. HE ALSO EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
THE OFFICIAL COULD SEE THE THIRD U.S. NOMINATION AT 
THAT TIME. 

3. PRIOR TO HIS AGREEMENT, MR. YELISEYEV ASKED IF ANDY 
WILLIAMS COULD BE SUBSTITUTED FOR NEIL DIAMOND. HE ALSO 
ASKED IF ROY CLARK COULD BE INCLUDED UNDER THE U.S. 

QUOTA FOR 1977. IN BOTH CASES THE REPLY WAS NEGATIVE. HE 
THEN ASKED THAT ANDY WILLIAMS, DIANA ROSS, AND ROBERTA 
FLACK BE CONSIDERED FOR 1978. HE WAS TOLD THAT IT WOULD 
BE CONSIDERED BUT THAT THERE WERE MANY DETAILS INCLUDING 
COST. TYPE OF SHOW, AVAILABILITY, AND OTHER FACTORS WHICH 
WOULD GO INTO ANY DECISION. HE SUGGESTED THAT ANDY 
WILLIAMS OR DIANA ROSS COULD TRAVEL WITH SMALL GROUPS OF 
MUSICIANS WHICH COULD BE SUPPLEMENTED BY SOVIET MUSICIANS 
IN THE USSR. HE THOUGHT THAT GROUPS TRAVELLING WITH BOTH 
STARS WERE MUCH LARGER THAN NECESSARY. HE SAID THAT THE 
SOVIET SIDE WOULD CONSIDER BRINGING ROY CLARK TO THE 
USSR OUTSIDE THE QUOTA AND WAS ENCOURAGED TO DO SO. 

4. YELISEYEV REPORTED THAT HE WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE 
RUSSIAN FESTIVAL TOUR OF THE U.S., PARTICULARLY THE LAS 
VEGAS PORTION AND THE FILMING. THE PRESIDENT OF UNITED 
URAM, MR. PETER YEMANOV TOOK PART IN THE DISCUSSION AND 
STATED THAT HIS ORGANIZATION WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE 
FILM DONE AT CAESAR S PALACE AND WAS TRYING TO MARKET IT 
WORLDWIDE AS AN HOUR-LONG TV SPECIAL. YELISEYEV SAID 
THAT SEVERAL LAS VEGAS CLUBS EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN 
HAVING THE RUSSIAN FESTIVAL REMAIN IN LAS VEGAS FOR A 
LONGER PERIOD AND HAVING OTHER ATTRACTIONS IN FUTURE 
YEARS. YELISEYEV ALSO VISITED TAMPA AND MIAMI WHERE HE 
HOPES TO SEND FUTURE RUSSIAN ATTRACTIONS. 

5. THE DEPT WILL FORWARD DETAILS ON NEIL DIAMOND WHEN 
THEY ARE AVAILABLE AS WELL AS RECORDS. DIAMOND’S MANAGER 
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NOW INDICATES POSITIVE INTEREST FOR TOUR IN 1977 WITH TIM- 
ING AND OTHER DETAILS TO BE DISCUSSED UPON SOVS FIRM 
ACCEPTANCE. WE ALSO WILL ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR A SOV REVIEW OF THE MODERN DANCE COMPANIES AND/OR 
OTHER GROUPS AS AVAILABLE WHEN THE SOVIET DELEGATION IS 
IN THE U.S. ROBINSON 
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